
CDT HIKER STILL MISSING
Family and friends, as well as the New Mexico State Police, 
are still asking for help finding an experienced hiker who has 
now been missing for over a month.

Fifty-nine-year-old Stephen Olshansky was last seen Novem-
ber 14 near Chama. He had been planning an extensive hike 
south on the Continental Divide Trail (CDT), but has not been 
in touch with family or friends since.

Olshansky, described as 6-feet tall and 175 pounds, with grey 
hair and a beard, was last seen wearing beige pants, a green 
baseball cap and a blue jacket. He usually camps in a six-foot 
red and grey teepee-styled tent.

Olshansky, whose trail name is “Otter,” is a very experienced 
hiker who has hiked the three long-distance trails that comprise 
the “Triple Crown of Hiking”—the Appalachian Trail, the 
Pacific Crest Trail, and the Continental Divide Trail—multiple 
times. He hiked the Continental Divide Trail from Mexico to 
Canada just last year.

It is out of character for Olshansky to be out of contact for so 
long; he customarily checks in regularly. He last spoke with 
family and friends on November 14, before he left Cumbres 
Pass to hike the Continental Divide Trail to Ghost Ranch.

A hiker matching his description has been seen in Cuba and 
Grants, N.M., which are towns on the CDT route; however, it has not yet been confirmed whether or not this 
is, in fact, Steve Olshansky. “It is not like Otter to be in town and not call, and we are concerned for his well 
being,” says a family member.  There is some belief he is making his way toward Lordsburg, N.M. If that is the 
case, he should be arriving in that area any time now.

A volunteer search is underway; right now, the focus is to inform as many people in and around the trail be-
tween Grants and Lordsburg to keep an eye out for a hiker. For more information on how you can help, go to 
https://thesearchforotter.wordpress.com/.

Anyone who has seen a hiker matching his description in the past six 
weeks along or near any CDT route in New Mexico, or if you have any 
information on his whereabouts, please call the family 24/7 at 800-444-
1011 (ask for Peter) or NMSP’s Espanola office at 505-753-2277. You 
can also use the contact form at https://thesearchforotter.wordpress.
com/. 


